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GAMBLING  
IN B.C.

BCLC games are available in 

almost every community in B.C.

$894
million

in prizes to players 
for lottery, bingo 
& sports betting  

in 2020/21

community 
gaming centres16
casinos17
bingo hall1
racetrack casinos2

BCLC’S 

SOCIAL PURPOSE

$25
billion

has been invested in 
B.C. communities over 

the past 36 years 

Funds generated by gambling go 

back to the Province to support 

important initiatives like:

3472 lottery locations

Thanks to players, $419 
million in net income was 

delivered to the Province 

of B.C. in 2020/21.

corporate.bclc.com

Read more about how gambling 
revenues help communities grow at:

Education

Healthcare
Community 

Gaming Grants BC First Nations 
Gaming Revenue 
Sharing Limited 

PartnershipHost Local 
Governments 

A social purpose company is a company whose enduring 
reason for being is to create a better world. Its growth 
is a positive force in society. After engaging extensively 
with stakeholders, facilitating additional research and 
conducting a number of in-depth interviews, BCLC 
recently achieved a significant milestone with the 

approval of our social purpose. At BCLC we exist to: 

Generate win-wins for the greater good.

Everything we do must benefit the well-being of all 
involved. “Win-win” within our social purpose asks our 
employees, partners, and stakeholders to continually 
consider the impacts of all activities and decisions on 
individuals, institutions, communities and the planet. 
Social purpose is a long-term journey, an ongoing quest, 
continuously pursued. With our social purpose, we’re 
striving to ensure, in all our endeavours and transactions 
and relationships   — in the most important sense of 
life, livelihood, meaning, and well-being — nobody 
loses and every person we touch comes out ahead.

S C H O O L



$4.12 
million

in provincial gambling revenue 
generated by Chances 

Castlegar for the City of 
Castlegar since opening

BCLC launched a unique online fundraising experience 

that had double impact in communities across B.C. The 

campaign supported local businesses and charitable 

organizations in select municipalities across the 

province. In Castlegar, fundraising efforts provided 

support to the Castlegar and District Community 

Services Society, a multi-service agency serving the local 

community and surrounding district for 42 years.

GAMBLING REVENUE 

FUNDS LOCAL INITIATIVES 
IN CASTLEGAR
Each year, the Province of B.C. allocates $140 
million to community organizations through 

the Community Gaming Grants program.

SPOTLIGHT: THE KOOTENAY  
GALLERY 

The Kootenay Gallery has been 
serving the West Kootenay 
region for over 40 years 

GAMBLING CONTRIBUTES 

TO THE CASTLEGAR 
ECONOMY

7,099+
registered players

community 
gaming centre
Chances Castlegar

lottery locations
in Castlegar

with opportunities to enjoy contemporary art exhibitions 

and take part in special events and workshops like kids’ 

art camps, an LGBTQ+ youth mural project, and adult 

life drawing sessions. Exhibitions are sourced from the 

Kootenay Region, but also include work of artists from 

outside the area. In 2020, the gallery received a $15,000 

Community Gaming Grant that was used to support paying 

the wages of the Curator, a vital role that’s responsible 

for the annual exhibition schedule, associate public 

programming, and raising the profile of the gallery within 

the arts community. The Kootenay Gallery has also received 

support from the local casino, Chances Castlegar, which 

has donated event space in the past for special events.
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1

2019

$440,040
went to support those 

organizations in the human 
and social services sector, 

public safety, sports, arts and 
culture, and parent advisory 

councils  $92,957 

organizations  
in Castlegar  
received funding 
last year 

17

prizes 
paid out at BCLC’s head offices for 49 
winning lottery tickets purchased in 
Castlegar in 2020

PLAYING IT FORWARD 

CASTLEGAR
Local governments that host a gambling facility in their 

community receive a 10 per cent share of the gambling 

revenue it generates each year. As a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic, in March 2020, all casinos, community gaming 

centres and bingo halls across B.C were temporarily 

closed, including Chances Castlegar. With the closure, 

the City of Castlegar did not receive funds normally 

allocated to support local projects and initiatives. 

BCLC and its casino service providers safely reopened casinos 

and community gaming centres on July 1, 2021 as part of Step 

3 of the Province’s restart plan. Players will notice robust health 

and safety measures when they return to Chances Castlegar.

SPOTLIGHT: GAMBLING REVENUE IN 
CASTLEGAR

In 2018/19, the City of Castlegar 

received $575,000 generated by Chances 

Castlegar to fund local initiatives. BCLC SPONSORSHIP 

CASTLEGAR AND 
DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
SERVICES SOCIETY

Chances Castlegar supports local vendors 
and suppliers in Castlegar ranging from 
electricians, food suppliers and janitorial 
services to local media.  


